Celebrating Success through Effective School Libraries: Gweru Schools hail Senga Primary School during International School Library Month Celebrations
by Hosea Tokwe, c2019.
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Introduction
School libraries are the heartbeat of the school. Most Schools in Zimbabwe are not yet well versed on the true values of a school library that of promoting the reading culture, improving comprehensive skills, instilling information literacy and opening the world of books to pupils at a tender age. Instead Schools in Zimbabwe put much emphasis is on pedagogy and encouraging pupils to ensure they attain good results at the 7th Grade before they embrak on secondary education. “Imagine a School without a library?” “How will it impact on the learners and School achievement and promote quality education?” I posed these questions to the Senga School Head. It was only after intense deliberations that at long last we reached a decision to hold the 2019 International School Library Month at Senga Primary School.

The Preparation

Being employed at a University Library did not deter me from spearheading adequate preparations. First permission had to be sought from the Midlands Provincial Education Regional Offices’ Regional Director. Having crafted a letter to seek permission little did we even imagine this would be a hustle? It was after three days of convincing that at long last we received the green light. Meantime, amid these struggles as Midlands Branch Library Association we went all out to seek donations in cash and kind both locally and internationally being well aware of our incapacitation in view of the economic challenges in Zimbabwe. We were lucky to get a financial cushion from School Librarians in the UK that went a long way in enabling us to prepare the Banner, buy refreshments, sent out invitations, hire a tent, provide transport fares to some schools and prepare the programme. Locally, a Book Publisher College Press was on hand to offer us with 50 branded pens, 50 branded rulers and 50 branded folders as well as charts. Considering the event had to be postponed for a week our preparations thereafter were a huge success.
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Inside Senga Primary School Library, with Guest of Honour browsing a book
The School Library Month March

As per tradition marching with the Banner held high signifies celebration. Our Guest of Honour the Gweru District Schools Inspector having arrived the Schools who were in a attendance with 10 students and pupils from each School marched from Senga Primary School gate followed  behind by the Guest of Honour, a few School Teachers and Librarians from local Schools and Tertiary Institutions. Led by thirty-five drummer majorettes with their perfected marching skills, the spectacle caught a few University students walking their way to a local University nearby. The drummer majorettes, students and pupils proceeded to the Venue whilst the dignitaries visited the Senga Primary School Library where the Librarian chronicled how the library started and showcased new books from early childhood education to seventh grade received from Book Aid International. The Guest of Honour hailed this unique development as a great milestone in enhancing learning at this School. 
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School Drummer Majorettes marching in celebration

The Celebrations

The International School Library Month signifies a time of celebration, a time to reflect and commend the impact libraries have on the success of learners and uplifting the quality of education in Schools. This year’s Theme being “Let’s Imagine” caught the eye of most learners. To kick-start the programme the local School Head welcomed the invited Guests, other Schools and Librarians from different institutions before giving a brief account of the School. Next to present a Speech was the Midlands Branch Local Library Association Chairperson, who unpacked the origin of the School Library Month from its inception and also chronicling the celebration of this special event in the town of Gweru, Zimbabwe since October 2010. He also commended the School for hosting the event and the Regional Education Offices for the permission to celebrate this annual event emphasising the fact that The School Library Month was the perfect time for self evaluation and introspection on the part of schools to judge themselves how they were faring in information provision. Again he also challenged schools to imagine and reflect on how they would manage the teaching and learning process without a library. ( to listen to Mr Nyakurerwa and Guest of Honour’s Speeches)
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Some pupils hold Banner as other pupils recite poems
Guest of Honour Speech

The Keynote Speech was delivered by District Schools Inspector and she commended the Zimbabwe Library Association Midlands Branch for organising the event and Senga Primary School for hosting the event. She hailed Senga Primary School for having a well organised Library, setting an exemplary approach as compared to other Schools. She reiterated that despite the advent ICTs, it would be hard to imagine a School operating with a Library and well developed collection to facilitate the promotion of reading and supporting quality education. She said it was through books that children would encouraged to read and learn more about the world around as well as get information to make decisions that affect them. She also congratulated the Senga Primary School Librarian for coming up with innovative ideas like early reading initiative, encouraging literacy as well as working with teachers to promote reading techniques phonetics and phonetic skills and also competence based skills. After the Speech pupils and students were given the floor to present poems and perform some plays and drama. It was all excitement as all the students who performed were given books, novels as well as branded pens, rulers and folders. 
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Admiring the arrival of new books inside Senga Primary School Library
Conclusion

The 2019 International School Library Month has opened doors for greater developments with the District Schools Inspector promising to support this annual event by encouraging and urging more Schools and School Heads to attend in future. Once again she hailed Senga Primary School for they fine library with a collection spanning from Early Childhood Education to seventh grade.
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