19th International School Library Month Celebrations held at Matopo Brethren in Christ Church High School on Friday the 12th of October 2018. Keynote speech by Mr. Jerry Mathema, International Association of School Librarianship Region 1: Africa Sub Sahara
Kathryn Hardesty,  a  Librarian at Pacific Middle School in Seattle Washington State, USA once asked: 
“Is the library the heart of the academic program in all schools?- yes, that’s why there’s a circulation desk!

On behalf of IASL members in 53 countries, Happy International School Library Month 2018 to you all! Since its humble commencement  in 1999 as International School Library Day to its extension as International School Library Month in 2008, every October we take time to celebrate, discuss, and advocate for school libraries as  vital cogs in  the education of the world's learners.

The 2018 theme for ISLM is “Why I Love My School Library". It is based on the annual IASL conference theme of “Innovation, Information and Impact of School Libraries". This year we are focusing on the impact of school libraries and we have chosen a theme wording that we believe will be accessible to all our participants (aged 3 to 20 years). We are inviting  you to celebrate ISLM 2018 by engaging in projects and activities to express why you love your school library. We hope that this year’s ISLM will be a wonderful, worldwide song of joy in and love for the school library.
"Every learner regardless of race, colour or creed has a constitutional right to access a great school library staffed by a qualified school librarian," This I truly believe. Therefore, I urge the school board and management, school development association, community leaders,  political  figures  and  the  school wide community to relentlessly advocate and call for the provision of improved school library facilities, increased and appropriate school library materials for learners' reading and research, and further continuous developement for the school librarian who can assist every learner of every ability level in every class.
By taking time from our busy schedule and converging here,  we make a great commitment to discussing and celebrating the existence of functional school libraries. Please consider how they can be expanded, enhanced, and even created for those schools in the vicinity which have none, all with qualified school librarians to lead, teach, and inspire.

Wishing you all a momentous, auspicious and joyous International School Library Month celebration today and many pleasant hours of  of productive information seeking and reading in all the days ahead, as we continue to convince our colleagues why we  love our libraries. 
Research in school librarianship and independent student learning provides scholarly evidence on how our society can grow and change by exposing our students to the wide world of literature and investigation. We are not just promoting cosy reading nooks and treasured story-times (although these are vitally important also!).
We are promoting real improvement in students’ literacy levels.

We are promoting information literacy and critical literacy – key skills in the 21st century.

We are promoting emotional intelligence and resilience.

We are promoting a love of reading and of learning.

We are promoting a far richer approach to education than drilling for performance on a stand alone exam that means nothing in the real world.

Finally, a statement contributed by John Holmes, head of the Odegaard Undergraduate Library at the University of Washington.

“Librarians help teachers push beyond the safe harbor of the text book, and help their students navigate the open waters of a new and increasingly complex sea of information. Classroom-based instruction alone is not adequate for the learning needs of today’s students. Libraries and librarians ─ specially trained to understand, visualize, and manage the information environment ─ are uniquely and strategically positioned to extend the classroom in time and space, providing structured learning opportunities outside the classroom. As a university librarian, I see dramatic differences between students whose secondary schools have strong library and media programs, and those who come from schools that have eliminated libraries or replaced librarians with other staff not trained in information science. In my view, there can be little doubt that students are advantaged in meeting the challenges of higher education through the hard work and expertise of dedicated school librarians.”

Thank you very much for making the ISLM celebrations a  resounding  success. 

Thank you, Siyabonga, Enkosi, Tatenda, Taboka, Realeboga, Ndolivhuwa, Twalumba, Nitumezi, Zikomo.
