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Abstract

Agriculture is a very important sector in supporting the development of
Indonesia. One effort to improve agricultural success is through research
and development. Various innovations of technology in agriculture as the
result of research and development produced by the Indonesian Agency for
Agricultural Research and Development. Agricultural information generated
needs to be introduced to the younger generation. For that, the Indonesian
Centre for Agricultural Library and Technology Dissemination (ICALTD)
sought to create collaborations with schools through user education for
students. The materials were packaged in accordance with the level of
student understanding in the form of audio-visual and printed materials.
These activities are expected to provide an understanding of the importance
of agriculture to the development of the nation as well as to foster a sense
of interest in the world of research. This paper aims to provide an overview
of collaboration between ICALTD and the school in library user education
activities, particularly in the field of agriculture.
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Introduction

Indonesian society has long recognized and applied farming culture. The agricultural sector
is very important as one of the major contributing factors in the future development of the
nation. But younger generation’s interest in agriculture is very low. This indication is based
on a study that revealed the average age of farmers ranged from 27 to 82 years old (67%
are aged over 45 years). Farming is a risky job and requires perseverance, not caring the
most about one’s appearance, and does not promise to meet basic life needs (Widayadi,
2013). Young people’s interest in agriculture may be declining because the government is
negligent in utilizing technological advances, and addressing conflicts and psychological
development in young people. That's why agriculture should be repositioned as something
that is a necessity of life (Goenadi, 2013).

Facing this phenomenon, it is necessary the institution of the Ministry of Agriculture to
continue to make efforts to build interest in the younger generation to farm. Indonesian
Center Agricultural Library and Technology Dissemination (ICALTD) is one unit of work
appropriate for this endeavor. Because ICALTD is an integral part of the Agency for
Agricultural Research and Development, one part of its mission is improving information
literacy. Providing this service is part of realizing the vision of ICALTD to be a leading and
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reliable information service supporting research and development in agricultural innovation.

ICALTD’s mission in improving information literacy to young people is a challenge.
Introduction of agricultural research is expected to be one of the efforts ICALTD library
undertakes as a means of education. User education programs are an effort of ICALTD to
provide education about agricultural information for all people, especially the younger
generations. Therefore, the aim of this paper is to provide an overview of the collaboration
between the ICALTD and schools in user education programs of agriculture.

Library User Education

Broadly defined, library user education teaches users how to make the most effective use of
the library system (Tiefel, 1995). There are three important objectives: (1) students need to
“develop the art of discrimination” to be able to judge the value of books to develop critical
judgment; (2) students need to become independent learners — to teach themselves; and (3)
students need to continue to read and study — to become lifelong learners. Library user
education programs need to support the concept of life-long learning. To achieve these
goals, the library and faculty will have to work closely together in developing teaching using
the latest technologies (Tiefel, 1995). Information literacy is increasingly recognized as a
basic skill in the process of learning and adapting to the changing, living, and working
environment of today’s information society (Petermanec & Pejova, 2005).

ICALTD provides user education programs as a form spreading agricultural information. The
Agency for Agricultural Research and Development has produced a variety of technological
innovations in the agricultural sector. This suggests that research and development is an
integral part of agricultural development. Findings are certainly very important because it is
valuable knowledge that will be an asset for future generations.

Introduction to agriculture can be taught at any level, from kindergarten to high school. This
can encourage the emergence of creativity and dissatisfaction with only buying goods
(Goenadi, 2013). One way to raise children to love the farm is to teach local wisdom that has
been done when the ancestors farmed (Putranto, 2013). Indigenous knowledge or local
wisdom is an accumulation of collective experience from generation to generation. It needs
to be developed to enrich and complete the assembly of agricultural technology innovation
for a sustainable future. Ultimately, this will result in new discoveries, innovations, and
applications (Noor, & Jumberi, 2007).

Collaboration ICALTD and School

ICALTD builds collaboration with schools in the city of Bogor and its surroundings in order to
facilitate the delivery of user education programs. This collaboration aims to provide an
opportunity for the school to gain agricultural information. Schools can utilize the facilities
and library collections in teaching and learning so that students can acquire additional
knowledge in the field of agriculture. Collaboration with the school is essential in supporting
the learning process. In education, collaboration reflects a shifting philosophical view about
the importance of working together to improve learning (Montiel-Overall, 2005).

ICALTD is using the concept of user education in collaboration with the school. In user
education, ICALTD adopted the collaboration Model B: Cooperation. In this model, the
teachers and librarians begin to work more closely to enhance students’ learning
opportunities (Figure 1). Teachers and librarians cooperate on lessons or units of study by
dividing tasks. Goals and objectives are developed independently, although joint instruction
may also be involved (Montiel-Overall, 2005).
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Figure 1: Model B: Cooperation (Montiel-Overall, 2005)

User Education Materials

ICALTD user education programs provide materials according to the educational level of the
participants. In addition, the school offers the materials that are needed for the students.
These materials are available to print and in electronic form (CD-ROM or video). All
materials are related to agriculture in general.

ICALTD for the basic needs of the students have scored several collections of cartoon farms
as in Figure 2.
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Figure 2: Agricultural Cartoon Collection
The user education process is also carried out during the ICALTD’S open house. Schools
and students can make a visit to the library. No explanation was given directly during the
activities of the library tour. Additionally, ICALTD provided facilities to meet the demands of
the school to support the addition of agricultural knowledge.



Figuré 4: Activities at User Education Programs

Conclusion

User education in agriculture is expected to revive the younger generation’s interest in
farming. The results certainly are not going to be instantaneous, but in the future they will
develop innovative agricultural technology so that the agricultural sector will remain a
resource for national development. ICALTD will certainly continue to increase the interest of
the younger generation in agriculture through collaboration with the world of education.
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