
6 171 schools -2 805 621 learners - 89 939     
 educators

Small farm schools with one or two staff      
 members and schools with 2 500 learners   
 and 70 + staff 

Densely populated urban and deep rural     
 areas; schools spread out or sometimes   
 clustered

Lack of services such as running water,      
 sanitation, infrastructure, electricity, and    
 transport in rural areas

Educator qualifications need to be upgraded    
Backlog in construction of classrooms, 54%    

 of schools without electricity and telephones
Language of instruction seldom spoken      

 outside the classroom
Learner to educator ratio 34:1   

School library provision not supported by 
official policy becomes vulnerable to financial 
retrenchment and local educational politics
Formalised policy 

makes subsequent action more coherent 	

and consistent
provides a rallying point for development	

prevents scattered school library 	

programmes and marginal development  KwaZulu-Natal School Library Policy - 2004  
Reading Policy Guidelines – 2005  
Education Centre Guidelines - 2005  
Advisors’ Manual – 2005  
School Visits Handbook – 2006  
Curriculum Directory - 2007  
Reading Handbook - 2008  
ICT Guidelines – 2008  
Information Skills guidelines - 2008  
Processing Centre Procedures – 2008  
ELITS School Library Strategy – 2009  
Principal’s handbook   

3 162 schools provided with starter       
 collections  

25 new school libraries established   
60 best school libraries awarded  
15 Education Centre libraries established     

 and resourced
24 Education Centre libraries professionally    

 supported
7 Mobile libraries deployed, 9 buses       

 resourced
3 District School Library Forums established  
Creative writing: HIV/AIDS anthologies   
Compulsory reading hour in all schools  
336 diplomates of Bursary programme:      

 Advanced Certificate in Education (School   
 Library Management)

School Libraries in KwaZulu-Natal South Africa
Policy & Intervention for Successful School Library Services

 

National Guidelines for School Libraries  
Dedicated funding  
Posts of teacher-librarians  
Acknowledgement of the role of the school     

 library as an educational tool
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Figure 1: Percentage distribution of female learners in
ordinary schools, by grade, in 2008
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Figure 2: Percentage distribution of learners in ordinary
schools, by grade, in 2008

Nationally, an upward trend in learner numbers
is reflected for the period 2002 to 2007, followed
by a downward trend in 2008 (see Table 5 and
Figure 3).

Table 6 reflects the following indicators:

(a) When counting all educators, the learner-to-
educator ratio for ordinary public schools nationally
was 31.4, while, when counting only state-paid
educators in these schools, the learner-to-educator
ratio increased to 33.7.

(b) The learner-to-school ratio for ordinary public
schools nationally was 480, with three provinces
(Gauteng, Mpumalanga and the Western Cape)
higher than the national average.

(c) The gross enrolment ratio for all primary
schools2) nationally was 98%, with four provinces
(the Eastern Cape, KwaZulu-Natal, Limpopo and
Mpumalanga) higher than the national average,
while it was 85% for all secondary schools, with
three provinces (Gauteng, Limpopo and
Mpumalanga) higher than the national average.

(d) The gender parity index for all primary schools
nationally was 0.98, with three provinces (the
Eastern Cape, Gauteng and Limpopo) higher than
the national average, while it was 1.08 for all
secondary schools, with two provinces (the
Eastern Cape and Limpopo) higher than the
national average. Gender parity index values
higher than 1.00 indicate that, in proportion to the
appropriate school-age population, there were
more females than males in the school system.

Figure 3: Trend line of learners in ordinary schools, from 2002 to 2008
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Table 6: Indicators for ordinary schools, by province, in 2008
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Figure 1 shows that the lowest percentage of female learners (47.9%)
was in Grade 1 and the highest percentage (54.3%) was in Grade 12.

As Figure 2 indicates, 9.2% of the learners were enrolled in Grade 1
and 4.9% were enrolled in Grade 12. This means that for every Grade
12 learner there were approximately two Grade 1 learners.

S

70

Source for population figures: Mid-year Population Estimates 2008, Statistical Release P0302, Statistics South Africa (31 July 2008).

Sources:
2002-2006: As published in the reports Education Statistics in South Africa at a Glance and Education

Statistics in South Africa.
2007: As published in the report School Realities 2007.

Province

Learners

Old Demarcation New Demarcation

2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008

Eastern Cape 2 072 054 2 116 426 2 150 308 2 206 575 2 100 425 2 139 668 2 079 994
Free State 705 368 696 155 690 490 689 189 685 971 680 777 670 588
Gauteng 1 617 017 1 661 817 1 697 908 1 745 262 1 863 375 1 883 550 1 894 027
KwaZulu-Natal 2 729 834 2 783 051 2 718 176 2 719 966 2 768 015 2 848 878 2 771 420
Limpopo 1 839 079 1 816 852 1 893 626 1 906 402 1 771 320 1 782 954 1 764 669
Mpumalanga 914 353 914 739 934 786 914 212 1 092 382 1 087 774 1 051 531
North West 897 342 891 036 903 379 845 942 772 044 753 323 779 260
Northern Cape 196 731 202 010 209 000 210 152 261 736 264 512 265 866
Western Cape 945 239 956 836 978 718 980 065 978 517 969 065 962 008
National 11 917 017 12 038 922 12 176 391 12 217 765 12 293 785 12 410 501 12 239 363

Province

Ordinary Public Schools Ordinary Public and Independent Schools

LSR
GER (%) GPI

State-Paid and SGB-
Paid Educators

State-Paid
Educators

Primary
(Gr. 1-7)

Secondary
(Gr. 8-12)

Total
(Gr. 1-12)

Primary
(Gr. 1-7)

Secondary
(Gr. 8-12)

Total
(Gr. 1-12)

Eastern Cape 31.7 33.5 358 119 75 100 1.00 1.23 1.08
Free State 28.9 30.4 406 90 85 88 0.97 1.02 0.99
Gauteng 32.4 36.4 863 87 88 87 1.01 1.03 1.01
KwaZulu-Natal 32.5 34.5 471 99 83 92 0.96 1.04 0.99
Limpopo 31.2 32.1 431 101 102 102 1.00 1.13 1.05
Mpumalanga 31.6 33.0 552 102 95 99 0.95 1.06 0.99
North West 29.8 31.4 443 94 81 89 0.92 0.96 0.93
Northern Cape 29.8 31.7 437 93 76 86 0.97 1.07 1.00
Western Cape 30.0 35.7 646 84 71 79 0.97 1.08 1.01
National 31.4 33.7 480 98 85 92 0.98 1.08 1.01

2) Calculated by using seven years as the appropriate age for Grade 1.

Table 5: Comparative data of learners in ordinary schools, by province,
from 2002 to 2008
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